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LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995 — MINISTERIAL POWERS 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [12.15 pm]: To assist members’ 

understanding, I wish to briefly outline the ministerial powers that exist under the Local Government Act 1995 

to intervene in local government matters. Although the former act designated specific matters for which local 

governments were empowered to make decisions, the 1995 act gave them general powers. These are commonly 

referred to as general competence powers. A minister’s powers under the act can generally be described as 

follows: to make decisions and recommendations to the Governor regarding the constitution of local 

governments; to make recommendations to the Governor regarding regulations, local laws and the operational 

jurisdiction of local governments; to grant exemptions to local governments from compliance with specific 

provisions of the act; to approve or amend local government decisions in specific instances; to require 

information from local governments; to intervene in, or take remedial action against, local governments; and to 

manage individuals and bodies that govern and monitor local governments, their elected members and their 

employees. 

Neither a minister nor the Department of Local Government can direct any local government regarding its 

individual decisions or in relation to instances in which there has been no offence against the act. Local 

governments are also directly empowered by 118 different acts and regulations that do not fall within the 

jurisdiction of the local government portfolio at a state level. Other acts included in this raft of legislation are the 

portfolio responsibilities of other ministers, such as planning and commerce. The key areas of intervention by a 

minister are those that impact or may impact on the proper functioning of a local government. These powers 

relate to suspending local governments and enforcing conditions that may be imposed on a local government 

following an inquiry. The recent addition of section 8.15C to the act enables a minister to suspend a council for 

up to six months. 

From a legislative compliance perspective, the department’s principal role is to deal with specific breaches of the 

act and its regulations. From an operational perspective, the department performs its legislative compliance role 

in conjunction with ongoing programs to support the local government sector and strengthen its capacity to make 

decisions for the good governance of its communities. 

 


